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LEAVE-TAKING OF THEOPHANY
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Icon of the Holy Fathers Athanasius and Cyril - January 18th

Web site: www.threehierarchsbrooklynny.org

1724 Avenue P Brooklyn, New York 11229-1206 Tel: (718) —339- 0280
E-mail : info@threehierarchsbrooklyn.org



Prokeimenon. Mode 1
Psalm 32.22,1
Let your mercy, O Lord, be upon us.
Verse: Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous.
The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Ephesians 4:7-13

BRETHREN, grace was given to each of us according to the measure of Christ's gift. Therefore it is
said, "When he ascended on high he led a host of captives, and he gave gifts to men." (in saying,
"He ascended," what does it mean but that he had also descended into the lower parts of the earth?
He who descended is he who also ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill all things.)
And his gifts were that some should be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors
and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we
all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.

Mpokeipevov. ‘Hxog a'
WAAMOI 32.22,1
Févolto, Kuple, 10 EAedg oou £€¢' fuUAC.
>Tix. AyaAAldoBe dikalol ev Kupiw
MNpog 'Edeaioug 4:7-13 10 avayvwoua

AdeAdol, evi eKAOTW NUAV £160N N XApL§ Kata TO pETPoV TG dwpedq Tod XploTtod. Ao
Aeyel, AvaBag eig UPog nxpalwteuoev aixpaiwoiav, Kai Edwkev dopata Toig avepwrolg. To
o€, AVERN, Ti €0TLv €l U1 OTL KAl KATERN TPATOV £(¢ TA KATwTEPA HEPN TAG YRAG; ‘O kaTtaBdag,
auTog 0TIV Kal 0 avaBag UTepavw MAvTwy TV oUupavdyv, iva MAnpwor Ta navta. Kal altog
E0WKEV TOUG MEV ATIOOTOAOUG, TOUG d€ podPNTag, ToUg O& eUAYYEALOTAG, TOUG O€ TIOIPEVAQ
Kal d10a0KAAOUG, TIPOG TOV KATAPTIOMOV TV Aylwv, €ic Epyov dlakoviag, eic oikodounv 100
owHaTog ToU XploTtol- HEXPL KATAVTNOWUEV Ol TAVTEG €I TNV evoTNTa TAG MOTEWS Kal Thg
emyvwoewg To0 uiol 100 Bg00, €ig dvdpa TEAELOV, €ig HETPOV NALKIag To0 TANnpwpaTog To0
Xplotod.

The Gospel According to Matthew 4:12-17

At that time, when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee; and leaving
Nazareth he went and dwelt in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, that
what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: "The land of Zebulun and the land of
Naphtali, toward the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles, the people who sat in darkness
have seen a great light, and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned."
From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand."

T kalp® ekeivw, akouoag o€ 0 'INcolg 0Tt lwavvng Mapedodn, avexwpnoev €ig TV
FaAlaiav, kal kataAmwv TNV NalapeT eABwv Katwknoev eig Kanepvaouu v
rnapaBalacoiav €v 6piolg ZaBoulwv kal NedpBaAeiy, iva mMAnpwO1 10 pnbdev d1d ‘Hoatou To0
npodnTou AéyovTog: YA ZaBouAwv kai yi NepBaAeiy, 0d0v Baldoong, mEpav 100 ‘lopdavou,
FaAiaia T®V £€BvdV, 6 Aadg 6 KABAUEVOC £V OKOTEIEIDE PADC MEYA, Kal TOIG KaBNUEVOLC &V
XWpa kal okld Bavatoud®g aveéTeldev auTolg. ‘Ao ToTe Np&ato 0 Incolq knpuaooelv Kai
AEyelv- petavoelte: Nyylke yap 1) BaciAeia TV oupavv.



Ladies Philoptochos Society: BASILOPITA LUNCHEON for the cause and support of Saint Basil
Academy will be hosted TODAY in WHITEHALL after the Divine Liturgy. Please join us in outreach to
youths in need.

TOMORROW: On National observance of Dr. Martin Luther King ( JANUARY 15=,) the school and
church office will be closed. Please take note of the Scheduling.

SENIOR CLUB RESUMES this Wednesday January 17+, will remember in loving tribute one of their
lifelong members, supporters and advocates + Archon Depoutatos Basilios ( BILL) THEODOSAKIS. The
immediate family is hosting a luncheon of nostalgia at this week’s meeting. Please join us in
ROSEHALL in prayer, fellowship and a ‘makaria of agape’. Thank you Theodosakis Family one and all.

New Year’s Eve Reveillion SUCCESS: 30 tables were filled with revelers ushering in the New Year
2024. Food, drink dancing, music, and frivolity were the call for an evening of family fellowship of
young and old alike. Many thanks to our Clergy and Parish Council for a superb effort and heralding
hope for the NEW YEAR! Mark your calendar from NOW for the spectacular 2025!

Scouting Programs are in full review. All youngsters male and female are invited to enroll at any time
in our CUB SCOUT, BOY SCOUT, and GIRL SCOUT programs that meet every Friday evening from
7:00-9:00 P.M. in Whitehall, Rosehall and the GYM! This is an opportunity for mental physical,
spiritual and moral health building. We are indeed proud of our TROOPS! Congratulations to our
leaders and chaperones.

T.H.Y. Our TEEN CLUB meets on Friday evenings from 9:00-11:00P.M for activities, fellowship, games
and friendships. All teens (13 through 18) are invited to join on any Friday evening. Just show up,
and we’ll do the rest!

HOLY WATER ( AGIASMOS ) from the sacred high holy days of the Epiphany (Theophania) are
available upon request from the clergy. Every home should have a bottle of holy in the shrine, and in the
glove compartment of every car! Homes, businesses, and social areas may be blessed by the clergy upon

request and specific date/time. Please call the Church Office if you are interested in the visitation
blessing. OFFICE: 718-339-0280. SPEAK WITH EFFIE (office secretary)

DAUGHTERS OF PENELOPE MEETING of the Demetra Chapter #33 on Monday evening January 22~ at
6:30 P.M. in Whitehall. New member initiations will be observed. Congratulations.

Philoptochos Ladies will convene their monthly session on WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24~ , at 3:30

P.M. in the afternoon in ROSEHALL. Preparations for the THREE HIERARCHS FEAST DAY (Vesper
and Divine Liturgy — Monday — Tuesday January 29~ and 30~), will be finalized. As every yar we depend
upon the PHILOPTOCHOS to make us proud with the public receptions for the Patronal Observance.
THANK YOU DEAR LADIES ALL!

DIPLATANOS SOCIETY will have their ‘agiasmos’ and ‘oath of office’ ceremonies on Sunday, January
21+, with Father Eugene as the celebrant. KALI CHRONIA!

PRAYER/HEALING SERVICE: Wednesday — January 24« 6:00 P.M. Witnessing, healing, scripture,
homily, anointing .... Always ending with fellowship refreshment 8.PM.

MEMORIALS TODAY:
+ IRENE VALLONE ( former Parochial School Secretary and devoted member of our faith community.)
+ ANNE & JAMES LEE

Sunday January 21+
+ NIKITAS SIGELAKIS + ANDREAS MANICKAS + VIRGINTA DIMOULAS
+ GEORGE ZERVAKOS +EVELYN ZERVAKOS

Eternal Be The Souls Of The Faithfully Departed.
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NN THY'S VALENTINES DAY DANCE
MAW
\\ OPEN TO ALL GOYANS 12-18
335 ENTRANCE FEE

(646 ) 410-6683
FB: THY Brooklyn
IG: goya thy bk
threchierarchsyouth@gmail.com

1724 Avenue P, Brooklyn, NY
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¥ ~Luncheon & ¥
A Honoring Three Ladies ==

HELEN KALOGERAS
JOYCE MITCHELL e
HELEN KOKIS (45)¢

Sunday
March 10th, 2024

Three Hierarche Church
i Rose Room- 12:30 P.M.

. Reservations:-

Soepre ., Effie Paraponiaris-
Donation - $65.00 - Pre Paid GW 7 718-253-7219
$70.00 - at the Door e DQQQQ Mary Plessias
? 718-232-1177




«Eyevéunv év Nvedyuar év 1fj Kupiaxjj fipépa xai fixovoa gaviv émiow pou peydAny e obAmyyog» (An. 1,10)

*ExBideral amd rijv Kovopioxi Mevoxeia Tepd Movi) Ayiou Albyouvotivouw Shupivng - 531 00 SAQPINA - m. 23850-286 10 ~imaaflo@yshoo.gr

Nepiodog M- “Erog 1Z° Kupiakf pera va ®ora (Marb. 4,12-17) Zuvraxrg (1) énioxonog
ApiBy. ¢UAAou 707* 14 'lavouapiou 2024 (2000) AlyouoTtivog N. Kavriorng
«Meravoeire»

«And 1ote fipEaro 6 Moodc knpvooety Kkal Adyeiv Metavoeire’ fiyyike yap 1) facieia Tdv olpaviv» (Matb. 4,17)

'-'H e0ayyeAkn nepikorm) nol dxovoape or)-
pepa (@i ad 41217, GSeAdoi pou, dAAG kal o-
AékAnpo 16 Ebayyéhio elve codia. Adv Unapyet
katw ano tov o xal a Gorpa Ao BiBAio pé
peyahutépa GEia and 1o EdayyéAlo Tol Xpi-
otol. Ta Adywa Tou elve 1) Oiom Phocodia.

'O TeAeutaiog Adyog Told Xpiotod frav Td
«TetéAcorar»u. %3), Adyog pé Badeia onpaocia.
AN 8nwe 6 TeAeutaiog, ETol kal 6 mp@rog Ab-
yog nol Byfike and 1a xeiAn Tou, Exel peyain on-
paoia. Kal & np@tog Adyog elve 16 «Meravoei-
Te»Mad 4 7). "Ag dvaAUooupe v Evvola THg peTa-
voiag, 10 kopugaio krjpuypa Tod OsavBpwnou.

‘H avBpwnérng, dyarnroi pou, eive dobe-
viig. Nooel noikihotpénwe. Kal moid f airia;
"EnijABe Siatapayr otd oupnav, otd RBkd olp-
nav, Aéyw napafacewc Tol 8ikod vopou. ‘O fy-
Bi1kdg vopog ouvoyiletal otd Aekaioyo, ol &-
AaBe 6 Mwiofg, xal npd navtog omyv Eni Tod
Spouc duidia Tol Kupiou. Auotux®dg Td vopo
alTd Tov karanatodpe. Ol5Enote GAAote 1) v-
B8pwndTng Karanamoe 1o vopo Tol Ocol T6-
oo 800 1) oUyxpovn yeved. Apétpnra ta duap-
Teata pag. 'O alwvag adtog, 6 alovag T@v
nupavAwv, 8a dvopaodij kai alwvag ol &y-
kArjuarog. "Exoupe napafaoceig ol 18ikod vo-
pou, napafacelq PIKpeg Kal peyaleg. v av-
8pwnomra onjpepa dpudlet adTd nov elne 6
Aauid, 8t «al dvouiar pou Unepripav Tiv kega-
Anjv you, woei popriov Bapl éBapuvenoav én’
Eué» MB35 ff Exelvo nol elne 6 npodrimeg Q-
oné, 6T «dpa kai Yeddoc kal povoc kal kAo-
rm xai poixeia kéxutai éml ¢ yng, xai alua-
1a é¢ " aluaot pioyouor»la 42 f} £xkeivo nov el-
ne 6 npoerme "Hoailag, 81t 8An 1§ dvBpwno-
™mra and mv kopudn péxpt ta viyia elve ye-
paTmn and EAxn, yepdm and apapmiparas 1.

Nooel Aowdv 1} avBpwndme: 16 pwvalouv
kal ol nétpeg. NMoiég Ba THv Bepanciion;

"Onwe yupw and Evav noAl Bapeid dode-
vi}, Etol kal yOpw and 1o kpepam tig dobe-
voicg dvBpwnomrog Bpiokovral «yiarpoi» kal
yivetal Tpomnov Tiva iarpikd oupBolAlo. latpi-
KO oupBoUAI0 Evvod TOUC KOIVWVIOADYOUG,
wuyoAdyoug, PlthAocoPoug, KUBEpVHTES, TOU
ouokénrovral 8v Unapyn Bepaneia.

Ol yvapeg diyalovral "AAAoL, anaioié63o&ol,
Aéve® Aév Ondpyel mAéov Bepaneia oTdV KO-
opo* kel nov Egraoce 1) avBpwnomg, nap’ &-
Aa 1a érurelypara mg, 68nyeital npdg adro-
KToviav, u& moToAl v nupnvikn évépyela.

"AM ot elve UnepaioiéSoEor kal Aéve: MAv
axolTe' 1y GvBpwnomTa npoxwpel p& yopyod
Bripa npdg peyaieg £EeAiEeig” vrog dAiyou
naroUpe ota dotpa xal 8& katoikrjooupe EKeL
"Epeig EAniloupe ot Bepaneia... Ki §tav Toug
pwTrong, nowd elve Ta ¢pappaxa toug, Exouv
ouVvTayEg MPOXEIPES, ouoTHHaTa ol Affyouv
ota vewtepa eig —1opog (m.x. avpwmoudg,
KQrITaAIONOG, COOLaAONOg, KOUHOUVIONOG,
olkoupeviopdg K.Am.). NopiZouv ol Tahainw-
pot, 8T pué Tétoleg ouvtayég kal Térola xama
8a Bepaneudi) Td Kako.

Ynapxet kal pia G\An tpim kamyopia av-
8pwnwyv, mol motevouv o Evav &A\o Tpomno
Bepaneiag. Avti va kaBeote, Aéve, oav Tig ypi-
£¢ kal va kAaite kal va EAeevoAoyfiTe TOV -
auTo oag, KavTe émavaoraor’ 5&v xpealovral
olte dakpua olite poipoAdyia, xperalovral
ypovBog, ypoBid, Aéve altoi. 'H avBpwndom-
1a elve Bapetd dodevrig, kal npénet va pri otd
xepoupyeio. Alrol ppovodv, 81t pé 16 alpa,
pé 1o alpatokUAopa, 8a Epln 1) Bepansia.

Ti Exoupe va nodpe £peic; Z1d cupBouAto
alTd Tdv PhocdPwV Kal KovwVioAOywv AEpe*
Atv oupdpwvolpe olite pé Tolc dnaloiodotoug,
olte pé Tolg Unepaiciddotoug, olte pé Toug é-
navaotareq. ‘Epeiq S&v npookuvaye ylarpolq
émuyeioug. 'Ynapye: yiarpég. AnokaludBijte,



kUptot. Matpdg povadikdg elve 6 Xpiorég.
Zmv Beia Aettoupyia Tdv dvopdaloupe «~larpdv
TOV «Yuxdv Kal TOV owudtwv fudvs 8.k X
oo 2y, kxgaiock. npd sy ) laTpdv év droAu Ty Evvoiq.

"Av unopodoe 1) avBpwndmg va Bepaneu-
61 anod Tolg phocdpoug, ToUg EMOTHHOVEG,
TOV TEXVIKO TIOAITIONO, an” dAa adtq, 5&v 8a
épxotav 6 Xpiotdg otdv kKGopo. "Hple, yiari
6 xéopog elye avaykn and Thv napouoia Tou.
"HpBe oTdv KGoWo, yia va cuotron latpeio kal
va dwon ¢appaxo loxupd kal pwpaiéo.

"latpeio Tou elve i "ExxAnoia. Mt altd YPah-
Aoupe* «Ti¢ 6duvwuevod kal npoomnintwv 1@ la-
TPEiW TOUTW 00 BepaneueTar;» Noad, iy §, Kup bon,
tnom). 'ES® Bplokopaote dAot Epeic ol dobevelg.
"Av Ondpyn xanotog Oyiig, Guepnrog, dvapdap-
mrog, &g By £Ew. ANAG SAot elpaoTe duaptw-
Aoi, dAo1 GoBeveig, oTd odpa kal oTd nveipa.

Kal noia elve Ta ¢pappaxa o Xpiorod; "0
1a ¢appaxa tou! Elve Soxipaopéva, anote-
Aeopartika yia kabe dppwotia. Kal &va and
alTtd, 10 dpacTikWTEPO, TIOU KaBapilel kal
£Euyiaivel Tov GvBpwro péxpt Tic TEAEUTAIES
Iveg Tiiq UnapEewg Tou, elve T «Metavoeite»
nou dxovoape orjuepa M 417). Movo Sia Thg
peravoiag 8a owdi) 6 kdopog.

LR

Ti elve ) peravoia; "Av pwtrioeTe Eva PAo-
Aoyo, 8a oag iy, T AEEL perdvora elve olv-
8etn. ‘AnoteAeital and Vo pépn, perTa kal
voUg, kal 11 10 np®dTo, TO HETA, Onuaivel pe-
Ta-BoAn.

“Oocol kavaTe oTpaT®reg, dkovoare T na-
payyeAua «MetaBoir». "Oco elote cwdpPép,
yvwpilete 611 o2 érmukivduva onueia Tol dpo-
pou xpetaletar Gnoétoun otpodn. Kal ol vau-
1ol E€pouv, 811 kanoTe oTdV keavo, ot po-
Bepolg kukA@veg, & mAoiapxog dwatalet
«oTpodn 180 poipdv». Elve 1) SuokoAwTtepn
otpodrn.

*Exel Aomdv avaykn i avepwndmeg anod
otpodn) Syt 10, 8xt 20, GAAG 180 popdv. Kal
alto elve 1) petavola. Zrpodn and Td okoTa-
51 o010 ¢@C, and Td YEpa otv GAnbewa, and
™ oukogavTia omyv Tyd™Ta. Metavoia 8a
) GAAayl pualoi v' GAAGEoupE puald.

Ta adtokivnta yid Eémokeun ta nape ota
ouvepyeia, TG xahaopéva poAdyla Ta nape
otd @poAoyoroieia. 'ES@® €xer avaykn eme-
okeuijg xai ahlayig 6 voig pag. Aot 6 voig
pag dév elve miéov dauynq. Zfi péoa othv 6-
pixAn. Elve vapkwpévog kal d&v okénreral
owoTd. "OAot orjuepa, P& TH «AOYIKN)» TOUG,
84 oGg dikatoAoyrjoouv Kal v mod voonpn

Karaoraot, kal Ta mAéov eidexdn yxArjpara.
'PwTtijoTe 10 ¢Aapyupo, kal 84 UnepaomoTi
pé «coBapa» éruyepripara ™ ¢rhapyupia Tou*
‘pwTRHOTE TOV MOpvo Kal T poixo, kal 8a oag
SikatoAoyrjcouv AN pwg Ta EykArjuarta Toug.
Mari Enaye ma 6 voig va okéntetal 6pOa. ‘H
OKEYL, TO Ppovnua, T EowTepikd TOU AvBpw-
nou, Exet dvaykn va Onooty puikn GAayn.

th e

«Meravoeire» hommév. “Olol. MeTavoeite,
YEPOVTEC CUVNAIKIDTES HOU, Yia TiG GuapTieg
THQ vedTNTOC oag. Metavoeite, véol kal nat-
814, yia Tig arakieg, nol doynuiouv Myv w-
paia HAkia cag. Metavoeite, vrpeg Opipol,
yia Tig npdakeig oag. Metavoeite, yuvaikeg, nol
odv vuxTtepideg neTate ota okom T duapTi-
ag. Metavoeite, Yoveig, yia v G6Aia TakTikn
anévavt otd nadia cag. Metavoeite, nadiq,
yia myv Gotopyn kal dxapiomn cupnepipopd
oTolg Yoveig oag. Metavoeite, mAouaoiol, yia
Tic Adkieg, Tic domAayvieg, ™v mAeoveia, THv
éxpeTaAAeuor ToU Gduvarou. MeTavoeite, pi-
kpol kal yeyaiol, Saokalot kal kaénynrai, ¢i-
Adcogot kal YuxoAdyol, yiatpol kal Aotrol é-
ToTrHoveg, KuBepviTeS Kal Aadg, dnadol ka-
08¢ napatatewg. AANAETe Tpomo Lwig.

~Ma 64 pag ouxwpéon 6 Oedg; pwTolv.

AVOIETE 'rhv kapdia ocacg kal u& ouvaioBnot
S@ore Tou T apapTriparé cag. "Av ucCt:urouv
SAa pall T° duaptripara dAou Tol KOopou, Ba
yivn &vag dykog, 8a oxnuaTtiotii #vag "OAup-
nog* "OAvpnog &yt and nétpeg kal 8auvoug,
AAAG and kapBouva dvappéva. davraoTtiTe
gvav "OAupuno and kapBouva, kaidpuevo Kal
®Acyouevo. MNoldg propel va tov ofrion;

Kal dpwg! PiEte T° duapmuara dAa otdv
wxkeavod kal 84 dfite 1) pwTid d&v 84 vikrjon
™ 8dAhacoa, 1) 8aAacoa 84 vikrion ™) PwTIA.
Nowa elve f ¢pwna; Oi apaprieg” ol Sikég pou,
ol 3ikég oag, Tol kéopou dAou. Kal nowa elve
n 8aAacoa; *Q adeAgoi pou, MOTEYTE TO' 1)
8dihaooaq, 1) anépavn kal anvBuevn, elve 1o
£Aeog, 7o alpa Tob Xpiorol. Méoa ot 8aAao-
oa alm) néproupe kai kaBaplopacte. "Av 6
Xpiotdg d&v BuowaZorav, olte 6 Anom|g pmno-
polUoe va mjj 10 «Mvrjo8nti pou, Kupie» (.
29 olte kavévag GAhog. EAniloupe otd Belo
EAeog, éAnifoupe o prAavBpwria Tou.

ASeAdol pou, KAveTe 1T oTpodr], Emorpé-
Yre orov Kipio, TdOV omAayvikd kal pakpobu-
po Zwthpa pag* dv, naideg, Upvelre kal Onep-
uoUTe eig navrag Tolg al@vag® Gurv.

(1) émioxomog AUyouorivog

Ascpoyeropueplivy dpiiio, § dmala Bywe arde | vad Wy.
Kaveppoed

Nessddou Kaldwng viv 13- 51004 "Eyn nepidn ol ard fkis «T7 08 pdg sdag;».
ol gdvTpgox $-1-2000, tnovtalaoang 27-14-2023.




The lord gives us once again an opportunity to express our solidarity by becoming a supporting and registered
member of the parish. We can only urge you to do so because your sustaining membership keeps this parish
functioning and responding to the needs of all the faithful. Don’t wait until some insignificant date on the
calendar. Register with the Church Office TODAY and garner all the benefits of being a supporter of Christ’s
mission on earth.

FAMILY REGISTRATION FOR HUSBAND & WIFE: $300 PER YEAR
SINGLE MEMBERSHIP: $250 PER YEAR
SENIOR CITIZEN INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP $200 PER YEAR
SENIOR CITIZEN HUSBAND & WIFE MEMBERSHIP: $225 PER YEAR
WE DO NEED YOUR HELP!

Registering with your local parish is not so much a duty or obligation as it is a PRIVILEGE. By registering
and offering your annual stewardship, you become an integral member of the living body of Christ as a faith
community. By virtue of your Baptism, Chrismation (Confirmation), and Holy Eucharist (Communion), you
claim to be a follower of Christ, a witness for Christ, and a practitioner for Christ. May we ask you then to live
up to these promises by making your 2024 commitment TODAY! The benefits you shall receive beyond grace
include the satisfaction and knowledge that this Church and community thrive thanks to your outreach.

Athanasius and Cyril, Champions and Models

Saint Athanasius (Athanasios) is one of the great
figures of Christianity. He is called the “champion of
orthodoxy” as he resolutely opposed Arianism. Five
times Athanasius was exiled for his defense of the
doctrine of Christ’s divinity. During one period of
his life, he enjoyed 10 years of relative peace - read-
ing, writing and promoting the Christian life along
the lines of the monastic ideal to which he was great-
ly devoted. His dogmatic and historical writings are
almost all polemic, directed against every aspect of
Arianism. Athanasius suffered many trials while he
was bishop of Alexandria. He was given the grace
to remain strong against what probably seemed at
times to be insurmountable opposition. He defend-
ed the true faith for his flock, regardless of the cost
to himself. In today’s world we are experiencing this
same call to remain true to our faith, no matter what.

Saint Cyril's importance for theology and Church
history lies in his championing the cause of ortho-
doxy against the heresy of Nestorius. Nestorianism

implied that the humanity of Christ was a mere dis-
guise. At the Council of Ephesus (431), Cyril con-
demned Nestorianism and proclaimed Mary truly
the “God-bearer” - “Theotokos™ (the mother of the
one Person who is truly God and truly human). In
the confusion that followed, Cyril was deposed and
imprisoned for three months, after which he was
welcomed back to Alexandria as a second Athana-
sius (the champion against Arianism).

Lives of the saints are valuable not only for the
virtue they reveal but also for the less admirable
qualities that also appear. Holiness is a gift of God
to us as human beings. Life is 2 process. We respond
to God's gift, but sometimes with a lot of zigzagging.
If Cyril had been more patient and diplomatic, the
Nestorian Church might not have risen and main-
tained power so long. But even saints must grow
out of immaturity, narrowness and selfishness. It is
because they ~ and we ~ do grow, that we are truly
saints, persons who live the life of God,
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