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St. Paul's Second Letter to Timothy 4:5-8

Prokeimenon. Mode Plagal 2.
Psalm 27.9,1

O Lord, save your people and bless your inheritance.

Verse: To you, O Lord, I have cried, O my God.
The reading is from St. Paul's Second Letter to Timothy 4:5-8
TIMOTHY, my son, always be steady, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfil your ministry.

For I am already on the point of being sacrificed; the time of my departure has come. I have fought the good fight, I have
finished the race, I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the

righteous judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing.

IIpokeipevov. Hyog mh. B'.
YAAMOI 27.9,1

Ydoov, Kopie 1oV Aadv 60v Kal E0AOYNGOV TIV KANPOVOUioY GOov.

Ytiy. [Ipog o€, Kopie, kexpa&opat 6 Oedg pov.
IIpog Tywdbeov ' 4:5-8 10 dvayvooua givat omo

Téxvov Tiud0ee, vijpe év maotv, kaokonddncov, Epyov moincov edayyeAotoD, TV dlokoviay 6ov TAnpoedpncov. Eyd yap
710n omévdopat, Kal 0 Kopog Th¢ EUTic avardoemg épéatnkey. Tov dydva TOV KOAOV NYOVIGHOL, TOV dPOLOV TETEAEKD, TNV
TOTYV TETNPNKO" AOTOV, AmOKELTAL ot O TG S1KAL0GVVNG GTEPAVOG, OV ATOSMOEL Lot O KVPLog £V Ekelv TH MUEPQ, O dikalog
KpLTNG: 00 HOVoV d¢ €pot, AAAL Kol TAGLY TOIG YO KOGV TV EXQAVELNY ADTOD

Sunday before Epiphany

The Gospel According to Mark 1:1-8

The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in the prophets, 'Behold, I send my messenger
before your face, who shall prepare your way; the voice of one crying in the wilderness: prepare the way of the Lord, make
his paths straight.' John was baptizing in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And
there went out to him all the country of Judea, and all the people of Jerusalem; and they were baptized by him in the river
Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel's hair, and had a leather girdle around his waist, and ate
locusts and wild honey. And he preached, saying, "After me comes he who is mightier than I, the thong of whose sandals I

am not worthy to stoop down and untie. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit."

"Apym tob edayyeriov "Incod Xpiotod, viod Tod Oeod. Qg yéypamtal &V TOIG TPOPNTULS, 100V EYD ATOGTEAA® TOV yyEAOV
LoV PO TPOGMTOV GOV, OC KATUOKEVAGEL TNV 000V 60V EUTPOcHEY Gov- v PodVTOC €V Ti] EPNU®, ETOUACATE TNV 030V
Kvpiov, 00¢eiag moieite tag tpifovg antod, &yévero lmdvvng Bortilov £v 1] Epnu® Kol knpdocwv BATTIoNN LETAVOING EiG
Gdopeow apaptidv. Kai é€emopeveto npoc antov tdoa 1 Tovdaia ydpo kai ol ‘Tepocorvpitat, kai EfantiCovio Tavteg &v Td
"Topddvn motapd Vi avtod EEopoloyodpevor i duaptiog avtdv. Hv 88 0 'Todvvng dvéedvpévog tpiyag kapniov kai
Covnv deppativny mept v 66QLY avTod, Kal é60imv dkpidag koi uéit dyplov. Kai éknpvoce Aéywv: Epyetol 6 ioyvpdTepO]
Hov dmicwm pov, ov ovK eipi ikavog Khyog Aot TOV ipdvTa 6V VTodNUATOY avTod: &ya pav éBantica Hudc &v Hdatt, odTog
0¢ Panticel vuag &v [vedpatt “Ayio.



Sunday December 31st, There are NO memorials this day nor next Sunday-January 07th.
DEVOTIONS THIS WEEK:
Sunday December 31st, FINAL SUNDAY of the YEAR LITURGY 10:30 A.M.
Sunday December 31st, New Year’s Eve MIDNIGHT blessing Midnight
in the hallowed atmosphere of a candle-lighted church-Doxology blessing are
imparted on all in the church as individuals or coming forward to the altar as

family groupings. The CHURCH is open from 11:30 P.M.......

Monday January 01, Liturgy of Saint Basil 9:30 A.M.

Monday January 01, BASILOPITA (Artoklasia) 11:00 A.M.

Friday January 05, Pre THEOPHANY Liturgy 9:30 A.M.
Friday January 05, First Blessing of the WATERS 11: 00 A. M.
Saturday January 06, HOLY EPIPHANY LITURGY 9: 00 A.M.
Saturday January 06, GREAT Blessing of the WATERS 10:30 A. M.
Sunday January 07, SAINT JOHN the BAPTIST LITURGY 10:30 A.M.
Sunday January 07, ARTOKLASIA of the Baptist 11:30 A.M.

Russian and Ukrainian and Georgian CHRISTMAS SERVICES:

following the OLD CALENDAR ( Julian calculation) also known as ‘little Christmas’ many of our faithful will attend services as
follows:

Saturday January 06, Old Calendar CHRISTMAS EVE 8:00 P.M.
This is an evening service with vespers

Sunday January 07, Old Calendar CHRISTMAS DAY 12:30 P.M.

Monday January 08, Synaxis of the THEOTOKOS 10:00 A.M.

Tuesday January 09, Saint Stephanos Liturgy 10.00 A.M.

AGAPE COFFEE FELLOWSHIP: this Sunday is being hosted by the Parish Council. Please join us in WHITEHALL
OPEN TO ALL! HAPPY NEW YEAR!

CALENDARS 2018 : The bilingual GREEK/English and the RUSSTAN/English Liturgical Calendars were mailed to the homes of all
the Parish registered stewards. Did you get yours? Are you registered as a supporting steward (member) of the parish and Archdiocese.
Make a resolution now, sign up in the Church Office for the NEW YEAR 2018! Get your coveted calendar while they last.

WINE DONORS are to be applauded for the keen response to our altar plea for sacramental wine t be used in the upcoming
festal season. It’s just such a simple thing that puts a smile on the face of Jesus as well as all who commune the blessed
Eucharist! ALLELUJIA! (altar supply ) is very limited) We are grateful for any and all donations for the purchase of the
appropriate wine. Please see Father Eugene or visit KINGSWAY LIQUORS — our supplier.

2018 CHURCH STEWARDSHIP (Membership) is due. Please register with the Church Office It is imperative for us to have your
essential information in our records, (NAME, ADDRESS, PHONE and/or email) With this registration you will receive all mailings and
important announcement from the parish and the Archdiocese.

HOUSE AND BUSINESS BLESSINGS for the EPIPHANY will commence the week of January 8th, by appointment and arrangement
with the clergy directly. Call for a visitation 718-339-0280.

ALTAR BOY SOCIETY: Enjoyed a fabulous day of festivity on Wednesday December 27th, with a luncheon at KOUROS DINER on
Nostrand Avenue hosted by the owners the GIANNAKOUROS FAMILY and then on to UNITED ARTISTS MOVIES in Sheepshead Bay

for an evening of cinema. Twenty-five boys were invited to share the fun and fellowship. WAS YOUR SON AMONG THEM? Inscribe
your son today.

MARK THE CALENDAR: Monday , January 15th, (MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY ) the gracious ladies of the PHILOPTOCHOS
SOCIETY will present the 85th, ANNUAL LUNCHEON at Russo on the Bay Caterers at 12 noon. It is always a major success and hit as
the ladies celebrate their philanthropic efforts for charities outside the parish walls. Dining, dancing, and prizes galore!!! Please join us
and bring a friend too. Three Ladies will be honored by the Chapter:

Niki Bouroutis, Maritsa Konstas and Eleni Lambrakis.

BOYS SCOUTS CAMP: the GOLDEN GREEKS’ will host their first camping trip of the New Year 2018 on the first weekend of
January 05,06,07 — At camp Alpine, New Jersey. Brrrr! Have fun boys!

RADIO MINISTRY: Each Saturday at 1:15PM Fr. Eugene hosts and produces the radio broadcast MATTERS OF CONSCIENCE
NOW IN ITS 19™ YEAR OF BROADCASTING LIVE ON WNYE 91.5 COSMOS FM, with listener telephone participation. Subjects
of interest regarding Greek Orthodox theology, faith and practice, as well as secular topics confronting the nation and the world are discussed.

Tune in and join the dialogue by calling 718-204-8900. Check our live audio at LIVESTREAMINGPLAYER . The website address.
W.W. W gaepis.org (Click live audio)

PRE- K FOR ALL : Any child 4 years of age is eligible for FREE enrollment at our school operated by the New York City
Department of Education. Classes are held each day from 8:30A.M. through 2:50 P.M. with free lunch served by the City. IT’S ALL
YOURS FREE FOR THE ASKING AND TAKING. DON’T MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY FOR YOUR CHILDREN
/GRANDCHILDREN! Call now: (347) 729-0446 .






Three Hierarchs
ILadies Philoptochos
Annual Luncheon

: Q)an;:in‘g , Raffles, Prizes
Monday January 15th ,2018
12:00 Noon

Russo's on the ‘Bay

For Reservations call
Marie Paizis
Bus available from 0 (7 1.8) 33 8'144.6 .
Three Hierarchs Lffie Paraponiaris
res of Gl (718) 253-7219

Donation $65.00
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Kupiaxn mpo rav darwv (Mapk. 1,1-8)
31 Azxcpfpiou 2017

Tuvraxrng (1) énioxonog
Alyouorivog N. KavTiimng

2 ~ ’
‘H eykparteia Tol Mpodpopou
«"Hy 8¢ 6 Twavvne vdeduuévod Tpixac kauriou kai fwvnyv depuativiv
nepi v 60@iv adrod, xai £oBiwv drpidac kai uéAt dypiov» (Mapx. 1,6)

/[ otnog, ayannToi you, 1o Pipa Tou dinAa

otov lopdavn notraud & dyog Twdvvng
& Npddpouoc kal avagidunTta mAnen avipo-
wv A’ OAEC TG KOIWVWVIKES TAZEIC QUVEPPE-
av oTic 8xBeg Tol moTapoU. "Hrav 6 ansotaA-
HEVOC VA MPOETOLRNAO0T) TO SPOHO YIA va Mepa-
on © AutpwTrg, va £topdon dnhadn Tic Wu-
X2¢ 1@V avBpwnwy va dexrodv o cwtrplo
pvupa ot Ba kahodoe BAoug o ueravela.

Kai i dxouyav kai Ti £Aenav éxeil Ta -
8n: Aév Ba éEanatolios O BanTiomc xai S&v
8" anokoipls ToUS AXPEaTAS TOU UE AVOUSIES
pAuvapieg Av Enpokeiro v' Akovoouv Adyla
terpiuuiva, dtv 8° dpnvav ta onita roug vix
tpExouv oy Zpnuo. Olte dpwe Adya nol Ko-
Akeuav aduvapiss kai nadn £ixe 6 Twavvne:
£T01 KrjpuTTAV O YEUSOTIPOPHTES, Ot AlTOg.

“Axkouyav Ta mMAN8n kel pia Sidaoxalia, i
onoia odv Bolveupo XTUTIODOE TIC KOILIOUE-
VEG OUVELBTIOEIC ToUG, Eeoxénals TiQ MANYEg
TS YuUXnS Toug, kavtnpeiales ta atoyn g {w-
¢ Toug Kal {unvoloes pfoa OTig Kapdiég
Toug TOV eBo THG HeTavoiag, TG émaTpo-
@G 010 O0. AT ) dildackaiia dkouyav T4
A 8n- SiIdaokadia TeAsiug S1aQOPETIKA And
v Egpr], TV Turukr, v nAadapn Sdaoka-
Ala T@v ¢aproaiwy. Kai, napd tov EAsyxo nol
déxovran Té nAn8n évBouvoralovrar!

Ta mAnen duwe évBoumalovral a1 Hovo
yiati Gkouyav Hia veupwdT), EPEnVEUoUEYD Kal
8cia d1daoxaia, AAAG xai yiatl EBAcnav pnpo-
OTG TOUG TOV Twavvr, YOV KIjpuKa THC HETa-
voiag, £va npéruno {wijg apwoaiwptvng ord
©26. ‘H dpem) ToU MPOKAROUCES KATATANEL “H-
Tav £va B2apa - 8adua, Mol TETol0 of Tou-
daiol eiyav va Solv and ™v £noxn Tol npo-
¢rjTou 'HAla ol OsoBitou. Kai dogaldg and
OAce Tig Gperic To0 Banriotod keivn nou
0 MpeKaAoUcE T MeYaAUTEEN EVTUNWOL OTa

nAr8n 8da frav 1 adotnpr Eykpareia Tou, N
Atétnra othv Tpodr) Kai v évdupaacia Tou,
dnwe pe Aiya Adyia Tov {wypadilsl TO onue-
pivd slayyEAlo® «'Hy 88 6 Twavvne £vdedu-
pévoc Tpixac xaurjAov kai {wvnv depuarivnyv
nepi THv 6oglv alTod, xal £oBiwv dxpidag Kal
pEAL Gyprovs firav dnhadi) O Twdvvng viuus-
vog i’ Eva podxo anod Tpixeg kaymAag kai wia
Sepparivm Zwvn yupw an’ T pEon Tou, Kal
ETpwys aKpidec xal dyplo pEAL Vi L.

‘EyxpaTiic o ayiog lwavvng. Eixe nepuwpi-
OEL Ti OWRAaTKES Tou Avaykes oTd EAdyioTe
£ixe GnaAiayr) and 1oV GOpTO TOV JAPKIKDY
pepuv@V Kat elxe dgociwdn £E dAokArnpou
o™ Aatpeia Tol Bsol. Kal £1ol Efnoe &g 1o 1¢-
Ao¢ Tou kai néBave, aoxnrig! O Tpénog al-
Tog Tol xapile £hsuBepia. ToOv dnodiousus
and 1o popo kat v ELapma, Tol £dive pre-
pa va xivijtar ndvew and ouppEpovTa Kai §o-
Boug, nol dcopeiouv TOUS Kovoug BvmTolc.

“EKTOTE GO TOV Wpalo kai aSlelnAsuto a-
OXTTIXO TOU Pio EpnvéovTal 0i QvaxwpnTai, o
povayot, dool EykaTéAZIpav TOV KOOHO Kal Ta
Ev 1@ KOOpw Tepnvd, yid va xaliepyrjgouv
udx (i) Gpooiacews oTd O, TENoEWS T@V
£vroA@v Tou ut akpifela kai Aatpeiag To a-
ylou dvouatog Tou.

AMAG yiaTi xai dooi Jolv oTdV KOOMO div
unopoov va 5idax8olv noAd and tdv Tpono
Lwiig Tob aylov adtol avdpodg, Movayoi BE-
Bawa &v Bd yivouv oi moAhel” EAdyioror elve
of xGBe yeved £xeivol ol akoiouBolv ruotd
TO (paio napadsiypa Tol ayiou Twavvou. M)
Anopovodpe duwe 811 A dpet) T Eykpareiag
kal T MTémTog £ive apetr], v dnola dxt
pévo doot {otv otd Bouvd Kal aTig épripoug
QMG Kal Boot Lolv aTic TTIOAZIC KAl TIG KO-
vieg npénsl va EZaokoUv. A - GnAn npénes



va "ve f {wn kads XpioTiavol- AT oV TPO-
or]. othv Zvdupaocia, oV KaToKia, Tavrou.

® AToL OTRV Tpod Mag. Aty Ba oupBouisu-
ape BERala Telg onUEpIvoUg Xplomavols va
Tp@ve «aKpideg xal uéht dyplo=, dnwe NTav i
Kadnuepwvt) Tpodr) 1o ayiou Twavvou. "0 dv-
Bpwrnog, kal paAora altde ot £pyaletal od
KOTUAOTIKG £pya, MVEUPATIKG ] OWUAaTIKG, npé-
nel va TpédeTal KaAd. Nai, va tpédetal, Ak’
Ox1 va dcwTein xal va onataAd Ty nepou-
oia Tou ya va napabEm kKabe puépa oTd Tpa-
NEQ Tou MaTa Kai martéAleg ug SpexTIKG Kal
Ymrd Kat nAovowa yeopara, kal cahdreg, kal
UToUKAAIa P& avapuxTika §i Kpaowh fj GAla
olvonveupaTodn moTa, Kal yAuklopara kal
nowkiha Emdoprua, wv oK 0TIV ApIBuGS. M”
alrda d&v rpédetal Uyieva, AAa OmooxanTel
v Oyeia Tou, yivetal S3obAog T@v Opeiswv
TOU, KQavrd Evag domayvog kakogayag 8-
nwe 6 MoUoL0g EKEivog TG yvwoTfig napa-
BoAfig Tol mrwyoU Aalapou, kal Téhog dne-
KTINVOVETAL Ui $pOVTIZOVTAC Vi@ TIMoT &AAO
napa yu 1o na@g 8a yepiln ™y xotd Tou.
ra v’ arogpuyoupe Aotrov 1o Ao alto Ka-
Tavinua, ag oupe ut fykparewa- ag sipaots
AlTOL oIV TpodN pag, 4 anogelyoups kaBe 1t
MEPITTO MO AnA@G edxaploTel Ti¢ aiodrjosie:
va Tp@yc yia va {oUpc Kai va spyalopaors,
kal Oyt «va Jolpe yia va Tpdpe =, Snwe ASel T
ddypa tv DAoTOY Kal 1@V Zmkoupsiny.
® AUtoi v Tpodr], AAla Aitol Kai oTRv Evau-
paagia pag, Kal dogardc nait dtv Ba nporei-
vape arolg onuepvolls Xpranavous vix viv-
VOVTAQ! POPWVTag «polixo and TPIXES Kaun-
Aag Kai {wvn dzpudnivn yipw an” ™ peon
TOUGH, Bnwg & Twavvng 6 Npédpopog. O av-
Bpwmnog Exet avaykn va vivverar. Na vrive-
Tal Spwe dxt yid va frdeikvoetal g’ alra nol
©opasl, AAAG Y18 va GKETAN TV yUuvia Tou
Kal va NpooTaTeUn TO GOMA Tou 4nd TiQ Kat-
Pk peraBoAés. "Av dpappdon adt ™y dp-
XN G mpdg v Evduuaoia Tou, Ba 3 ToTE O-
TI TOAAG and adta ol ofjuspa Bcwpodvral
Aavaykaia Kai anapaimTa yid v Koopxn £p-
$aviol, EIVE TIEPITTA, KAl MaTaiwg of AvBpwrot
—xal paMora of yuvaikeg— Eodevouv yi' adta
pHUBWaN XpruaTika noca.

Ml anadTnra yopw and v évdupagia,
ol Ba& Tv dyammoouy kai 84 v uvioBeTr-
couv SAoi, And TA AVATEPA GTPOUATA PEXDL
1a KaTwTEpa, 84 9£pn MOAAG KAAd OTIC KOL-
vwvies 8a owon OIKOYEVEIES QMO OIKOVORIKE
vauayla, dAia —yiati Syi— xai ano Réika vau-
ayia, 014 ONela Karavroov orfjpepa AvTpes Kai

dlwe yuvaikeg, oi dnoieg yia fva @dpeua mo-
Auteiging dév doralouv va napadwoouv 8,11
£xe pia yuvaika KaAUTEPO Kal rd akpio;

® /\tol Aropn xai oTHV Karoikia. AZv Hnopoiv
PuoIkd v& {oouv BAor otd UmaBpo aateyol
onwe & Banmotg Twdvvng otlg kahapiic 1ol
lopdavou, kai £€aipeol GnoreAodv of Epnuitec
nol GpxolvTal ¢ pd npdxetpn kakiBa and
xAGS1a pakpa an’ Tdv KGopo. I't” adrolc dpwe
not Jolv oTOV KOGHO, aTh Xwprh Kal oTiq noAs-
teieg, Eva am\d orurak: sive dnapaimroe axé-
Ma Kai yid 1oV rud ¢Twyo, kai urropel alTod va
TO aroxTon 2 ToV Tio dpdra Tou. And TO
ONUETD Spws aliTo, JIAG CTONEIBOUS OTEYNC,
péxpt Tic noAuTeAsic EnavALIe, T NOAA Bla-
pepiopata of MOAUKATOIKIES, Kal TiG MoAAa-
MAEG KATOLKIEG, XEWEPIVES Kal £E0XIKES, ub
OAa Th oUyxpova Kouddp Kai dAeg TIC onue-
pwvég edKoAleg, Undpxel TepaoTia anooTaat
oUTe AMoKT@VTAl alTd ~ouvnBwe- pi véuo
tpono, oUte £Eaagalifouv My cotuxia.

2t pia nan karoikia, drnov ouveBoUvTaL TG
MEAN Wwdag noAuTékvou oikoyeveiag, pnopci
cuxvoTEpa v 8fj Kavelg 1 xapa va Adurm ota
TIPGCWNA, YT Undpyxet 1 eAoyia Tod Kupiou.

"Av T@pa 1y £xoloia Aitdtnra oty Tpodn
otv EévBuuacia oV Katoikia éncxradi xai
£ GAAoug Topsic THG WAS HAg, TOTE 84 dod-
pe T (wr) pag va EAsuBspavetal an’ Ta de-
OPd MEPLTI@RY Avayk@v, v’ anoysioveTal Kai vl
UpaveTal oTig nveupankis Exsiveg opalped,
omou UYPwBNKe N Puxr) 100 Tipiou Npodpdyou
kai elde TV Incoiv, Tov «ioxupdrepdvs Tou
(Vi 17], EpXOHEVOV HETA SOENG HEYGANG.

Elxe, GArBe1a, dikio 6 Zwkpdrng, dyanmrol
uou, dtav didacke ol pabnTag Tou, 4T doo
AywTepa npdypara £xet Gvaykn 6 dvBpwnog,
TOGO MEPITTOTEPO MANCLALEL tpdg TO Oed” yia-
1l 6 Bedg elve «dvevderncs, Stv Exel avaykec.

NAMBog avaykeg nepiTTég, Mol gavralouv
anapaimreg, £xet truPapivel SucRacTakTa
TOV onpepvd GvBpwno, TOv oupnviyel, TOV amo-
npooavatoAilel, TOV Kavel Evaydvio kal pepi-
poipo. PeahioTikwtepn £navebérao Ba ansp-
PINTE MOAAEG AT alTég, 84 pag anrAlaoos &-
nd 1ov PopTo ToUG. M anddaoc xpeidleTar.

Thv arAdtnra Aomnodv, ™ ATémTa, T £y-
kpatewa dg dyanrooupe K £usic. Makpia and
pag A moAutéAsia, "Ag {jooupe pi Eykpareia,
v Onoia Tooo Baupacta Ppapuoos ot wn
Tou & péyag doknTig ™G Epripou, & dyleg Tw-
avvng & Npddpouog.

(1) émioxonog Adyouorivog
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The Lord gives us once again an opportunity to express our solidarity by becoming a supporting and
registered member of the parish. We can only urge you to do so because your sustaining membership
keeps this parish functioning and responding to the needs of all the faithful. Don’t wait until some
insignificant date on the calendar. Register with the Church Office TODAY and garner all the benefits
of being a supporter of Christ’s mission on earth.

FAMILY REGISTRATION FOR HUSBAND & WIFE: $275 PER YEAR
SINGLE MEMBERSHIP: $225 PER YEAR
SENIOR CITIZEN INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP $150 PER YEAR
SENIOR CITIZEN HUSBAND & WIFE MEMBERSHIP: $200 PER YEAR
WE DO NEED YOUR HELP!

Registering with your local parish is not so much a duty or obligation as it is a PRIVILEGE. By
registering and offering your annual stewardship, you become an integral member of the living body of
Christ as a faith community. By virtue of your Baptism, Chrismation (Confirmation), and Holy
Eucharist (Communion), you claim to be a follower of Christ, a witness for Christ, and a practitioner
for Christ. May we ask you then to live up to these promises by making your 2017 commitment
TODAY! The benefits you shall receive beyond grace include the satisfaction and knowledge that this
Church and community thrives thanks to your outreach.

YOU ARE PART OF THE GREAT FRESCO OF FAITH

The Anointing with the Holy Spirit

When we were baptized Ints Chaist and clothed
ourselves In Flim, we were trasafonmed inso the ke
ness of the Sce of Ged. Having dewtined ws 40 be
Hix adopred sone, God gave v 2 likencss t0 Chirint
in hix plocy, and living 2 we do in communion with
Chriet, God'y ancizted, wo ourselves are rightly
calied “the ancinted ones.” When He sald: Do not
touch my anciesed ones, God was speaking of us.

We became “the anclated ones” when we recelved
the ¥gn of the Holy Splrit. Indeed, everything 100k
place in us by means of Images, because we ourselves
are images of Chelst. Christ buthed In the river Jor-
an, imparting 0 its waters the fragraace of His di-
vinicy, and whea He came up from them the Holy
Spirit descended wpon Hiss, ke resting wpon like.
So we aleo, after coming up from the sacrod waters of
baptism, were ancinted with chrism, which significs
the Holy Spirit, by whom Christ was anolnted and
of whom blessed Isalah peophesied In the name of
the Loed: The Splrit of the Loed Is upon me, because

he has wnointed me, He hay sent me o peeach good
news o the pooe

The oil of gladness with which Christ was anolnt-
o was a spiritual oil; it was in fact the Hely Splelc
Himaelf, who is called the oll of gladecss bacause I1e
¥ the sousce of spiritual Joy. But we 100 have been
anointed with oll, aad by this anclating we have en-
tered lnto fellowship with Chaist and have reccived
a share is His life. Bewise of thinkiag that this holy
oll Is stmply ondinacy oil and nothiagy else. Afker the
bvoration of the Spieit it is 0o longer ardisary cil
but the gift of Cheist, snd by the peesence of Hix di-
vinity it becomes the instrument through which we
receive the Holy Spirit. While nmbolically, on our
forcheads and senscs, our bodies are anointed with
this il that we rce, our souls are sanctified by the
Holy and Life-giving Spire,

St. Cyril of fersaslen

Visit www.ecpubs com for more publications.

WEB-SITE: information is ALWAYS ON LINE ready to see and read. If you submit YOUR E-MAIL
address we can forward Bulletin Information to you personally. See :Website: www.threehierarchsbrooklynny.org




