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St. Paul's Letter to the Ephesians 4:7-13

Prokeimenon. Mode 1.

Psalm 32.22,1

Let your mercy, O Lord, be upon us.

Verse: Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous.

BRETHREN, grace was given to each of us according to the measure of Christ's gift. Therefore it is said, "When he
ascended on high he led a host of captives, and he gave gifts to men." (in saying, "He ascended," what does it mean
but that he had also descended into the lower parts of the earth? He who descended is he who also ascended far above
all the heavens, that he might fill all things.) And his gifts were that some should be apostles, some prophets, some
evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ,
until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.

IIpog ’E@eoiovg 4:7-13

Ipokeipevov. "Hyog .

YAAMOI 32.22,1

["évotto, Kvpie, 10 €EhedG cov €¢' UAC.

Ytiy. AyoaAldoOe dikatol év Kopim

Adehpot, évi EkdoTm MUAV €600M 1| ¥apic katd O pétpov TG dwpedc To0 Xpiotod. Ao Aéyel, Avafag eic Dyog
NYMOADTEVGEY aiyHoAmoioy, Kol Edwkev dopota Toig avOpamolc. To 68, AvEPn, Tl €éoTiv &1 un 6Tt Kol KoTEPN TPATOV
€l Ta katotepa uépn e YN O kataPdg, avtoc Eotv Kal O AvaPag HTEPAVEO TAVTOV TAV 0VpaVAY, tva TANPOOT TO
nwavto. Koai adtog E6mKev T0 Vg HEV AmooTOAOVS, TOVG & € TPOPNTAGS, TOVC O € €VAYYEAMOTAC, TOVG O & TOWEVAG Kol
ABAGKAAOVE, TPOC TOV KOTAPTIGUOV TOV Ayimv, i EpyoV dlaKoviag, £i¢ 01KOJOUV TOD CMOUTOC TOD XploTod: uéypt
KATOVINOMUEY 01 TAVTES €iC TNV EvOTNTA TTG TOTEMS KOl TG EXYVAOGEMS TOD VIoD ToD Og0D, £ig Avdpa TEAELOV, €iG
HETPOV NAKIOG TOD TANPOUOTOS TOD XPLoToD.

Sunday after Epiphany

The Gospel according to Matthew 4:12-17

At that time, Jesus heard that John had been arrested, He withdrew into Galilee; and leaving Nazareth He went and
dwelt in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah
might be fulfilled: "The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, toward the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the
Gentiles, the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and for those who sat in the region and shadow of
death light has dawned." From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand."

Sunday after Epiphany

Koata MatOaiov 4:12-17

T xap®d Exelive, dkovoag o6& 0 'Incodg dtt "Toavvng Tapedddn, aveydpnoev €ig Ty Foldaiov, kol KatolMaoV TNV
Noalapetr EM0mv katmknoev gi¢ Kamepvaoop tnv mapaboracsiov &v opiolg Zapovimv kal NeeOaieiy, tva mAnpwoi
0 pnoev ot a ‘Hodlov tod mpogntov A éyovtog: v 1 ZaPoviwv ka1 yij Nepbaiein, 660v Bordoong, m épav 10D
"Topddvov, Fadhaio TdV 0vdv, 6 Aodg O KaOUEVOS &V GKOTELEIdE PMC Péya, Kol Tolg Kodnuévolc &v ydpe Kol oKl
BavaTovedc avételhey a0Tols. "Amo 10T fip&oto 0 'Inocodc knpvooely Kol AEyelv: HeTAVOETTE: Tyyike Yop 1) foctieio
TAOV 0OVPOVDV.



DEVOTIONS THIS WEEK:

Sunday , January 10th Feast of Saint Gregory of Nyssa 10:30 A.M.

Sunday, January 10th Post Epiphany Water Blessing 12:00 P.M.

Thursday January 14th Emmaus Lecture series on CONFESSION 7:00 P.M.
Fr. John Lardas at Saint Mary’s Church 81st Ridge Blvd.

Sunday, January 17th & 18th Joint Observance of Saints Anthony and Athanasios 10:30 A.M.

AGAPE COFFEE HOUR FELLOWSHIP : today is hosted by the A.H.E.P.A. as part for their FUND RAISER LUNCHEON
for the Saint Nicholas Shrine. Please join us and support the national endeavor project.

PARISH ELECTIONS RESULTS: We are pleased to announce the EXECUTIVE OFFICERS of the Parish Council for the year 2016.
President , GEORGE ANNIS, Executive V.P. JOHN EUGENIS, IST V.P. HARRY LAMBRAKIS,
2nd, V.P. GUS VELLIOS (Jr.) Secretary, MARIA LAMRIANAKOS FISHER, Treasurer, JULIA DEMAKAKOS,
Assistant Treasurer, JIMMY RAVANOS, Personnel Chair, CONNIE IOANNIDES.
COUNCIL MEMBERS
Anastasios Calakos, Anthony Kallinikos, Alexandra Diolis, Nicholas Paras, George Plevritis, Georgia Tsismenakis and Joanna Vassilas
The OFFICIAL OATH of OFFICE will be conferred by His Eminence the Archbishop on THREE HIERARCHS VESPER EVE,
January 29th, before the body of faithful in Church. AXIOI! AXIOI! AXIOI!
Best Wishes to those who serve the Lord in His Holy House with time , talent and treasure.
The Lord blesses those who love the beauty of his house
Our Thanks are also extended to the THREE ladies who served on the 2015-2016 ELECTIONS COMMITTEE with diligence and dignity.
Susan Jannance,  Evanthea Karounos, Dina Theodosakis

CALENDARS 2016: The ecclesiastical and inspirational calendar of our THREE HIERARCHS PARISH is available to all upon request
in the CHURCH OFFICE. Registered stewards of the parish are receiving their calendar in the mail with other greetings. The calendar
is offered FREE upon request as a courtesy of the church. WHY NOT REGISTER NOW WITH YOUR PARISH TO ENJOY ALL
THE PRIVILEGES OF MEMBERSHIP?

NEW YEAR’S EVE REVEILLON: Thanks to Boy Scout Troop #531 THE GOLDEN GREEKS and their Scoutmaster Mr. Dean
Veroutis as wonderous celebration was shared by the crowd. Gratitude is expressed to MR. LOUIS VELLIOS the GRANDE
BENEFACTOR of the TROOP who decorated the evening festivities beyond compare. Mr. Vellios has always come to the call in times
of support for the important events of the Parish, PASCHA, AUGUST 15th VIRGIN MARY FEAST, THREE HIERARCHS FEAST,
CHRISTMAS and NEW YEAR’S EVE. God bless him and all his kin!

PHILOPTOCHOS LADIES ANNUAL MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY :luncheon will be hosted MONDAY January 18th, at
RUSSO’S on the BAY. Catering from 12:00 noon . A sumptuous luncheon, music, dancing, prizes galore will spotlight the ladies
¢ who lunch’..... HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!

A.H.E.PA. INVITATION: is extended to everyone in the Parish to attend a luncheon ° fund raiser for the WORLD TRADE CENTER
SHRINE CHURCH of SAINT NICHOLAS today January 10th, directly after church services in WHITEHALL. AHEPA CHAPTER
#200 CONEY ISLAND, is suggesting a $10:00 ( TEN DOLLAR ) donation free will for the luncheon feast!

SENIOR CLUB LECTURE: titled ARE YOU JULIAN OR GREGORIAN? will be presented by Father Eugene on Wednesday,
January 13th, at 1:30 P.M. ( Whitehall). Bingo, coffee and sweets reception will follow. OPEN TO ALL. Join the ‘SENIORS’ which
meet every WEDNESDAY afternoon AT 1:00 P.M. The programming is extensive and fun for all.

EMMAUS ADULT EDUCATIONS LECTURE SERIES: continues on Thursday evening at the Antiochian Orthodox Church of Saint
Mary at 81st and Ridge Boulevard in Bay Ridge at 7:00 -8:00 PM on January 14th, by Fr. John Lardas . The theme of subject is
CONFESSION IN ORTHODOXY .  Try it you will like it.

RUSSIAN , UKRAINIAN AND GEORGIAN sisters and brothers in Orthodoxy. We wish you all Christmas blessings, and Epiphany
joy as you celebrate JANUARY 6TH, and JANUARY 19TH on the Julian Calendar.

BOY SCOUT EAGLE AWARDS PROGRAM: Troop #531 ‘ GOLDEN GREEKS ° will honor four young men of our Parish who
have achieved the highest rank of scouting studies: FRIDAY EVENING January 15th. 7:00 P.M. An OPEN RECEPTION will be
hosted by the troop to all.

ACCOLADES of GRATITUDE: to the many parishioners whose good wishes for Christmas and the New Year made Father
Eugene proud and happy. Father extends his blessing for a new year 2016 with peace and health to all. May the Prince of
Peace, Our Lord Jesus embrace you all.

RADIO MINISTRY: Each Saturday at 1:15PM Fr. Eugene hosts and produces the radio broadcast MATTERS OF CONSCIENCE
NOW IN ITS 16" YEAR OF BROADCASTING LIVE ON WNYE 91.5 COSMOS FM, with listener telephone participation.
Subjects of interest regarding Greek Orthodox theology, faith and practice, as well as secular topics confronting the nation and the world
are discussed. Tune in and join the dialogue by calling 718-204-8900. Check our live audio at LIVESTREAMINGPLAYER . The
website address. W.W.W.gaepis.org (Click live audio)

MEMORIAL TODAY: + MARIA PAPAZAHARIAS
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&K Ladies Philoptochos
' 83rd’ b
Annual Luncheon

o Invtt

Dancing , Raffles, Prizes
Monday January 18th. 2016

Martin Luther King Day
12:00 Noon

Russo's on the Bay
Howard Beach, New York

For Reservations call
Marie Paizis —

Bus available from (718) 338-1446 ('é (%7 .,.é)
‘Z‘Tzree Hierarchs Effie Paraponiaris ‘}; N //V_ﬁ
Free of Charge (718) 253-7219 J

11:30 A.M. Promptly Donation $65.00
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“OAa yia 1M cwTnpia pag
«Kal airdg fdwke 100¢ pév GrooTdhoug, Tolg 8¢ nporitag, roig 5é eUayyEAOTAC,
100¢ 8¢ nowévag Kai SidaoxEAoug IPOS TOV KATAPTIOUOV Tiv Gylwv...» (ES.4.11)

eé pAow GrAa, dyarmTot pou, SoTe va pi
rararlafouv Shol, Kai 84 0ag napaxali-
ow v navete dmopovr]. "Ynopovy, yiartl Sugty-
X o1h xpdvia pog ) uvh Tob icpoxipuxa,
xai paliora Excivou mol EALyXLL TO xaxkd &
rou xai 3v 10 cuvavTd, £lte o1i¢ KaAGPeg elre
ota dvaxropa tiTe oroig Bacuxoig fpdvoug
gite xal 0" adTods Gxoun ToUg NATPIapIKoUe
Bpdvoug, 1 wvn ol clve duodpeom. It Ai-
Yo, tnw mpofiine, 84 oupf Eva dnd 1d dué
fj 8&v 04 Undpyouv xripuxcs va knputouy 1
Btv 04 Ondpyouv dxpoaral v dxovoouy. Al-
A 80 EAniw On Ondpxouv cind via V' G-
xolUoouy T0 Adyo Tod Beod. ML v £Anida
adTh 84 00¢ Nw Alya Adywa.

Of pa 11¢ dphiag pag 84 cive 6 SméoTokog,
H nepwon) nab dxodcaus cive Eva Sapavr
and 1006 dpubrtousg Bnoaupols Mol Alyov-
ror Emotorde Tol dneotdoiou Mavikou. “Eyouv
pepwol wa ouvriBeia, va "Youv otig Toineg
1oug THV Asyouévn Ayia Emorolt GAL" adm)
Sdv Exe1voom atia don Exouv of Eruotords Tod
Nadiou. Onoiog Ti¢ Sapade: xal tig viwdey,
GveBaivel pExpt Tov olpavd, yiveral derdg

Inuepa, drav dxovoa THY nepikon, pod
pavnxe & & endororog NalAog xparas: pua
K:0G0a Kol $AML ol Eyxwblel - nowov; Ka-
nowv nou Tov dyvoolut xal Sév Tov dyarnod-
pe Onwe 04 Inpene ol alrée elve 6 Kdpiog i
POV 'Inoole Xprotég Nig v uf) 1oV edyvayo-
vi} & NadAog; Alrde tdv rfjpe —mol frav Eva
oKoulxL, Eva dxaSapto xoupshs, G000 Ta Xé-
pia tou taralav alua-, vév Enduve pioa oTd
NAUVTYPIO Tou, OTdV Naydpa THS XGpITeg Tou,
oth Heifpa 100 Topdavou, oriv icpd xoluppi-
8pa, xal 1Ov Ekave nadl rog Ocod, nplyxina,
Nfee & Xplotog Tov dvlpwno énd xatw. and
10 BopBopo, Kal TOv Ugweoe pixp Tdv odpa-

vo " adrd 6 Gnootolog YaAAst oniuspa 10
peyairio 100 Kuplou kal Aées, &n =5 xare-
Pace 6 1w0¢ clve Kal «0 dvaBig==4u.

Nod Arav & Xpiotdc; 01g Bcdg frav ~dmep-
dvw movrwy rev olpavavs|ii).

& npootire Sév AEEL «£ig TOV 0dpavove
Aée1 811 GviBnxe «Umepdvw ndvTwy Tdv odpo-
Vv xai @300 mak Afet 0Tt Eyive «~0gnAd-
repog v odpavav=Tp 14, Narl dpaye pAde:
Sx1 Y1 =0oUpavde AAA yill «00pavouge; “Exer
onuacia aitd. Fav putiocte fva dotpovdpe,
SEv 8 0g pirion vl ~odpavoug« Bl og nf
«oUpavées. Kal ot yAdooa 1f)g Gatpovopias
«oUpavoes elve 8 Sorpa. & fhog, 10 geyyaps,
Th nAavnTikd cuotipara. of yahakicg. AlTag
elve & o0pavde Tiv dotpovdpey. AT dyia
Fpadh WAGE! Yid «odpavois=. Yrapxouv, Aé-
£, Tpeiq oUpavol & Evag cive & veocho9opog,
b deutepoe elve & Gotepoddooeg. xal O TpiTog
elve O dyyehoddpos. O vegshoddpog, & xatw
1ep0g, tive f dtpoodaipixdg GEpog, T8 OUv-
veda nol oxendlouv ™ yij. Nave énd adrdv
tive & dorcpdsic, 6 aorcpodposg olpaves,
noU Ixct Ta dotépla. Kal napandve w &nd
“xzivov -a¢ Agve ol drotor fucic morevou-
pc~ cive & ayychodépog olpavis, & odpavia
@ SUkev iveupdToy, kel nod karowel xal
Adume: 6 Bedg! Trel Evag povo Epbaoe: 6 &-
néaTolog NadAog, nol ypddet ™y EruoToln.
Adrde Ades, &1 rdv fiwoe 6 Ocdg v* AveBh «&-
w¢ TRiTow oupavods sal v' Gxolion «dpepnTa S
para, 8 odx ££bv &vlpwnw AcAfjoars Bl 1229,

Excl, ordv 1pito odpavd, Aaunst fjlog, G8a-
varoe AAoe, «@ac pfyas Srwe Adei Td clayyé-
Mot (8. Adpne: S Enide flsog AAAG ) «TpIO-
fAlo¢ Ocdme», Nathp Yidg xai dyov Nve -
pa* 1pelg Aot Evwusvor, mol wrilouv TOV
k0110, ‘EXEi Aoimdv qrav o Xpiordg wg 0cdg.

Kal Sjwe and Ta Tgn Exzive xaréPoxe £50



ot i, N@g va 1o neprypayw; “Excre el ds-
16: 1 oTpanwTikdg iEpels OTd YnAl Bouva
v MNpeBevav elda xanorte otdv olpavd Iva
otiypa, ma reheior firav s1ée, kal oya - oryd
Staypagovrag kUKAoL fip8e kai kaBioe pe-
yalonpenws ndvaw o Eva Bpaxo. Kal kdbica
Kal OKEMTORoUY: C101 KAl O XpoTde, ol 1 A-
TOKAAUPIS TV Ovoudlel GeTd peyalomtépuya
B30 214, katEfnxe £6& ot M, o adt 1) oKé-
vn ptoa otd Gnzpo- Hpde jIfoa ord crAalo,
i ipde; mo1dg Tov £@epe £dG xaTw; Mia
AExg- i ayann! "OAo & urvupa To0 XpioTod,
OAo Td Edayytho Toov Gyarm. "0 Y dyann rod
Xpiorod! AUt 1OV katEBace and Té olpdvia
otn '\ Gvapsed pag atTn 1ov Exave va pnv -
ouxadn GAAa va knpuTTn pépa - vUXTa TO «Ma-
Tavosites N=2 4T alt) 1dv Eepe ano ) B
OAsty kal tdv Topddwn péxpt T MoAyodd, 1o
oraupd kai 10 Bavate' alit TEAog Tov xatéfla-
ot puExpl Tov 4N, dnou makspe p 10 xapo kal
10 viknoe, "LTol mips Tdv GvBpwno xai Tov -
Poe. MEéxpt nol tov Tgwot; péxpt £xei nol el
ve O 181og, péxpt 1ov odpavo, Avaloyiodite
nod frav. nod katéPnxe, xal nol avépnxe.
Kt Otav nAfov Gg dvlpwnog EykatéAsupe
10 PpAolGdLadTd ™E MG, S&v Senos Tov KOoPe
Lror dpoe kanolov dlov va ouveyily 10 £p-
Yo 10u. "EXtt Aondv S1adoyo. Ki dnowg div a-
xoUCL YO d1adoxS Tou, BEV akovet YO XpioTo.
Nows tlve 6 Siadoyog 100 XpLoTod; ‘H Exxin-
gia. AlTh tlve To Ozio Wpupa, 1) faciizia Tou,
g dnoiag «olx forar TEAoCx lax 1 Lk an T
Kai nod urpoata me dAot of avlpwmvor: Sie-
Ovzic dpyaviopol elve Eva neAdplo pndevixo.
ZTv ExxAnoia, 1o 8sio xalidpupa nov &
KUpiog Exmior ui 10 Tijuo alpa Tou, £5woee OAn
i d0vap va cuvexiln 10 Epyo Tou. THY £Qudi-
aoe & SAa ra péoa, va Acitoupyn us Tak kat
Gpuovia. "Eraic npéowna va Siaxoveiv T
peyaho okond. Now eive Té npéocwna aliTd; Ta
avadipel b dndorolos. «Kal aldrdge, Azt & Xpi-
OT6S, Vil T) GWTNpia pag «E5wKE TOU¢ Uy G-
NOaTEAOUC, TOUC 8¢ npogrirag, Tol¢ &¢ ebay-
yeAloTae, Tolc 8¢ nowevag kal Sidaoxdious
npo¢ Tov xarapTiouoy TWY dyiwy...» Ea ).
@ MNpara elve oi andororor of Sadexa, O OTL-
vog KUkAcS, kai of £BdoprkovTa, 6 ehpUTEpog,
now pd ) Slvapi Tou nétafav o Avaroin xal
Avo, yid V' Gxoueti) navrob TO KrjpuyRa.
® Elve xatomyv oi npodireg. ‘Yndpye: pia &-
oparuévn dvringg, dn npodiireg frav pé-
Xpt 10 Xprord: peta Xprotdv div Inapyet mpo-
Primeg, Aéve. "Oxi! 1& Sageidet & dndotoAog
onuepa: SUAET Y@ npodfiTeg TS Kawviig Sa-

Brikng. TO npodnTiKd Yapwopa Undpx el xal ps-
10 XploTov. AnodelElg of vewTEpot TPOPTES,
4 &yrog Koopag & AltwAde kat 6 ManouAdxkog
Npd Xpoted ol mpogiiteg pwvalav- “Epxevan!
Tov kapd o Xpiotol EAcyav- "HABe! Kal pe-
Ta Xpiotdv Aéve: Oa £A8n nak & Baoelig,
Evarov 1ol dnoiou -mdv ydvu Kauyn énoupa-
viwv xai émysiwv kai karayfoviwvs3.17. O
npodfiTes Tponov tivd dvefaivouv otd xop-
navapid, yrunodv Ti¢ Kaunavee kat pwvalouv
OTOV KOORO" «ZUNVATE, BuapTwAotls,
®'0 XpLotdg Edwor Axdun otiv EXkAnaia Tou
«gdayyeAioracs. Notol elve soayyehorai; El-
ve aiTol mol cuviéypagay TG TEcoepa clay-
yEMQ, X" Exeivol o BEv péveuy ordoipet o
£va pépog GAAG mEpodEUoUY Kal KNPUTTOUV.
® T{hog £8woE, AEcy, Kal «Tol¢ MopeEvas Kai
Sidaoxdiougr ol didGoxouy TV airdew xal
7 BEknua ol Ocol. Ti 84 rfj mopévag; “Vool
tlote and ywpid, #xete 1 Bookd Tdq dyand
kai ppovrile: Td npdpara Tou Kal NAG HOALS
pavi) Auxog Ta npoctaredet xal Ta dogaiilet
otd pavrpi. Kai f OpBodoLog T xxinoia i ei-
ve' 10 pavTpl Tod Xpiotol, Npdfara elote ocig
Toonavndeg npénet va eljaote £psic nol go-
péoaue 1O paoo- xal npénel va dypurvolpe
¥ o8¢ kal va 'pacte £roipol va nakégoups
pE Tolg AUkoug. Kal palsdmxav Kal yupodip:
vouv oot AUKot, 'AAloipovd pag v droxor
undcous! B4 elpaote Avafion va Asywuaots
icpeie xal icpdpyeg, 0a elpaote dvatiol va
®époups 1) oTOAN ToU OpBodGLoU KANmKOD.
Ynépyxouv vEvoiol noipéves, Evoypol va Ou-
owzoouv TN {wn Toug yid T Ttoipvio; Atv OEAW
va clpal anaioiddotoc, dyarmroi pou” B4 TeAes-
©ow P EAmida. “Eva Z8vog, Mol YEvwnoe fpweg
Kai papTupeg, Siv Eorzipeuce A myr Tou, Sx.
‘H natpida pag cine ToAAd Tpayoudia, Sév i
ne Spwe Gxopn TO TEAEUTAIO NG Tpayoudt Ba
1o 1} Xt adTd aTOV KOOUO QUTOV THG PaoTw-
vrg, TG Kaxkondeiag kai daddopds. ‘Yndpyouy
noip€veg, "Oxe adrol ol (olv and v ‘Exxin-
oia, GM\G Excivor nol {oliv y1& v TxxAnoia.
Na napaxaiiooups 16 Xploté, doot eioTe
yoveic va dwozre omv "ExkkAnola véoug Xpu-
cooTépoug, Baowzioug xal Mpryopious. Mati
OTO PACOo Kal OTHYV ExxAnoia £ive 1 EAnda
Na pag GEwon 6 Bedg, dAot, oTa xpdvia ol
{oUpe, mopanavw an’ 6Aa va Exoupc TAV mi-
oTi TAV 6p863oko, vl T @uratoupe, Kal va O-
pvolue Auépa xat vixra Navépa Yidv xat &-
yiov [vedua gic al@vag alwvew: dury.

(1) enfoxonog AuyouaTivog

PAeparrqiwdunteiot Somin § bonin byrer mres o T 3
THw i m—nn LRI T oc
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The Lord gives us once again an opportunity to express our solidarity by becoming a supporting and
registered member of the parish. We can only urge you to do so because your sustaining membership
keeps this parish functioning and responding to the needs of all the faithful. Don’t wait until some
insignificant date on the calendar. Register with the Church Office TODAY and garner all the benefits
of being a supporter of Christ’s mission on earth.

FAMILY REGISTRATION FOR HUSBAND & WIFE: $275 PER YEAR
SINGLE MEMBERSHIP: $225 PER YEAR
SENIOR CITIZEN INDIVIDUAL
SENIOR CITIZEN HUSBAND & WIFE MEMBERSHIP: $200 PER YEAR
WE DO NEED YOUR HELP!

Registering with your local parish is not so much a duty or obligation as it is a PRIVILEGE. By registering
and offering your annual stewardship, you become an integral member of the living body of Christ as a faith
community. By virtue of your Baptism, Chrismation (Confirmation), and Holy Eucharist (Communion), you
claim to be a follower of Christ, a witness for Christ, and a practitioner for Christ. May we ask you then to
live up to these promises by making your 2016 commitment TODAY! The benefits you shall receive beyond
grace include the satisfaction and knowledge that this Church and community thrives thanks to your outreach.

YOU ARE PART OF THE GREAT FRESCO OF FAITH

Longing for Heaven

Al the saints Joved the dangers that proved  wish either to exist or to be raised from the dead
theis confidence in God, They offered no defense in the company of those who will live again, un-

to those who wished In whatever way 1o wound
o kil theoy; noe did they weaken in the face of
any painful context that ismvolved them in mar-
tyrdom and hervic decds, because they looked for
their cewand in the kingdom of heaven.

In that hope Abraham obeyed the command
to wacrifice his son; Moses toilled through the
fearfil desert; Elijahs lod his harsh life of solitude;
and all the prophets, clad in the rough sidng of
sheep or goats, spent their days in affliction and
moctification. For that reward the evangelists
suffered wounds for the Gospel's sake, and mar-
tyTs strove against the tartures to which tyrants
condemned them, Indeed whoever s eruly a
ratiomal being and an image of God, and whose
kinship is with the sublime and heavendy, has no

Jess be B8 1o be praised by God as 2 good servant
and thought worthy of some honors.

The same motive inspired Dinid, whe found
in the deer's thint an appropriate knage of his
own longing for God, and prayed that be might
sce the face of God, to enjoy his splimal gra-
clousness, Pasl too prayed that when be had put
off the flesh, like 2 heavy bundensome garment,
e might depart and be with Chirist. Both men
certaindy pictured in thelr minds thas blessed and
uachanging joy. But if there Is no deslee for the
reward of heaven, then all else, as Foclestastes
traly sald, Is “vanicy of vanitles.”

&, Gregory of Nywa

For more Information on Eastern spisituality, visit

WEB-SITE: information is ALWAYS ON LINE ready to see and read. If you submit YOUR E-MAIL
address we can forward Bulletin Information to you personally. See :Website: www.threehierarchsbrooklynny.org




